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Text: LA REVERIE by HENRIFREDERIC AMIEL

La réverie

Au paysage que révele

Le matinal rayon du jour,

La brume, gaze du contour,
Ajoute une grace nouvelle :

La réverie est, pour l'esprit,
Cette vapeur qui rend plus belle
La pensée et qui l'accomplit.

-Henri Frédéric Amiel (1821-1881)

The following is an engli ' trar "a re rie by the composer:

Daydreaming

To the lands ape, revealea

The morni 'Y]ight,

The mist, « surround

Adds a new g.

Dav! ngis, « 4

T which beauunes
ur the ts and which fulfils them.

5

, ael (1821-1881)

"RCLRAM NOTES
n I first stumbled across Henri Frédéric Amiel's La réverie, 1 was instantly charmed by its colourful and
orm character. Amiel's comparison of daydreaming and morning mist touched me deeply, as the landscape
that he describes (the rising sun revealing a beautiful morning mist), is one which I have watched in
appreciation and awe many times. Seeing as the poem is written in two parts, one describing the mist and one
comparing it to dreaming, I explored a similar structure within my music. As the piece opens with the rising of
the sun, the singers present long, expanding chords to imitate the gaseous nature of mist. In the second half of
the piece, a waltz takes over in order to portray the wonderful way that, as Amiel writes, daydreaming
beautifies our thoughts and is the key to their fruition. At some point, the dance interrupted by the expanding
chords from the beginning of the piece; Amiel refers to the "vapour" (mist) during this moment of the poem, so
I decided to incorporate the mist-like chords into the dance.
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