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PERFORMANCE NOTES

While these two pieces are presented as a set, the, =0 be p' ‘ormed as individual pieces. Please note that in

the occasional pasages written in complex time (7/¢ + eighth note retains its tempo (subdivisions are

indicated).

PROGRAM NOTES

I wrote these two pieces = '= T wa. /ng as the composer in residence for the vocal department at McGill

University's Schulich School of . ‘c. When writing vocal music, I always begin my process by reading a ridiculous

amount of poetr is importan > me that I connect with the text to a point where I feel that I can do it justice

through my n: poems 1t de printemps (by Frangois-René De Chateaubriand) and Un voir d'automne (by

Antoine de Latour, Uate!  rabbed my attention when I first read them; they capture the feelings of awe and

peace that ), expe. <n surrounded by nature. In addition, spring and fall happen to be my two favorite

season¢ that these two poems would make a lovely set.

Frang ~ e« teaubriand describes, in Nuit de printemps, an evening during which he loses himself in the
omfortii s, sounds and new life that arrive with spring. As I set his poem to music, I did my best to

illustrate, th. changing textures and colours, his experiences as colourfully as he describes them. The

clea' :ss of the .pring sky, the smell of the warm, humid air and the sound of birds singing; I created music that
" s the sa ne feelings in me as these things.

Un oo automne opens with a dark, damp mood; Antoine de Latour describes (much more beautifully than this) a
moment during which he is working on his poetry next to a stream, under the falling leaves. As I considered how
to set this section of the poem to music, I settled on a somewhat "muddy" texture, with just a few too many notes
in each chord. As the poem continues, the changing colours of the hillside, as well as the sunset on the lake, bring
a beautiful change of mood, whose glorious colours I did my best to represent through my choices of chords and
textures. In the middle of Un voir d'automne, Antoine de Latour writes of a mysterious white vessel that he believes
to occasionally see; I translated this mysterious passage of the poem into a dream-like section.






Nuit de Printemps

Le ciel est pur, la lune est sans nuage :
Dé¢ja la nuit au calice des fleurs
Verse la perle et 'ambre de ses pleurs ;
Aucun zéphyr n’agite le feuillage.
Sous un berceau, tranquillement assis,
Ou le lilas flotte et pend sur ma téte,
Je sens couler mes pensers rafraichis
Dans les parfums que la nature appréte.
Des bois dont 'ombre, en ces prés blanchissants,
Avec lenteur se dessine et repose,
Deux rossignols, jaloux de leurs accents,
Vont tour a tour réveiller le printemps
Qui sommeillait sous ces touffes de rose.
Mélodieux, solitaire Ségrais,
Jusqu’a mon cceur vous portez votre paix !
Des prés aussi traversant le silence,
J’entends au loin, vers ce riant séjour,
La voix du chien qui gronde et veille autour
De 'humble toit qu’habite I'innocence.
Mais quoi ! déj3, belle nuit, je te perds !
Parmi les cieux a 'aurore entrouverts,
Phébé n’a plus que des clartés mourantes,
Et le zéphyr, en rasant le verger,
De l'orient, avec un bruit léger,
Se vient poser sur ces tiges tremblantes.

- Frangois-René De Chateaubriand

Translation by comr
A Spring Nt

The sky is pure, tt* moon .. c.oudless
The night already pours, < the caly» ' Lwers,
The pearl and ambe: = ts tear.
Not a sing’ zephyr stirs . = foliage.

Unde e, quietly = ted,
Where lilac 1. ' rests  my head,
I feel v refrec :s flowing
In imes tha. © ..are prepares.
The shad  vs o1 trees, in these whitening meadows,
Slo " lore resting,

s of each other's accents,
tunrs awakening spring
Who s. d beneath the rose tufts.
Melc  sus, solitary meadow,
You bring your peace to my heart!
the ' dows, traveling through the silence,
1 distance, from a house full of laughter,
The of the dog that growls and watches over
The humble roof where innocence dwells.
But what! already, beautiful night, I am losing you!
Among the half-open skies of dawn,
Phoebe's glow has but a dying clarity,
And the zephyr, skimming the orchard,
From the east, with a light noise,
Comes to rest on these trembling stems.

Twe

- Frangois-René De Chateaubriand

Un soir d'automne

Une source & mes pieds roule sc >ide,
Et méle son murmure  celi 1e me: = rs.
Tandis qu'autour de moi tom’ Sl
Du saule qui déja sent le tr¢ veis.
A l'autre bord du ! Lhauté o
Dessine, en se jou ., cco encol verts
Qui disputent « = vain a sou. n rapide
Et leurs mille ¢ rs et leurslc - ins divers.
Et parfoi« ‘e cr. e bl che nacelle

S'en ver’ ueue an. ourner vers elle,

Etlar se, au milieu, nous sourire en passant,

E er tour 2 to de sa coupe bénie,
Aux ck tes luer . du jour qui va baissant,
Lalun 4, sur l'autre I'harmonie.

- Antoine de Latour

Translation by composer:
An Autumn Evening

Clear water flows through a spring at my feet,
And mingles its murmur with that of my verses,
While around me damp leaves fall
From the willow that already feels winter's cold.

On the other side of the lake, a timid beauty
Playfully draws on the green hillsides
Which dispute in vain against its quick pencil
And their thousand twists and turns.

And sometimes I think Isee a white vessel
Approaching me before departing again,
And the muse, in the middle, smiles at us,

And pours repeatedly from its blessed cup,

As the glimmers of the waning day fluctuate,
The light on one, harmony on the other.

- Antoine de Latour
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- Gabriella Canzani ( 2023)

Nuit de printemps for Soprano and Piano
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- Gabriella Canzani ( 2023)

Nuit de printemps for Soprano and Piano
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Nuit de printemps for Soprano and Piano - Gabriella Canzani ( 2023 )
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- Gabriella Canzani ( 2023)

Nuit de printemps for Soprano and Piano
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- Gabriella Canzani ( 2023)

Nuit de printemps for Soprano and Piano
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Un voir d'automne for Soprano and Piano - Gabriella Canzani (2024 )
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- Gabriella Canzani (2024 )

Un voir d'automne for Soprano and Piano
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- Gabriella Canzani (2024 )

Un voir d'automne for Soprano and Piano

72 Cold and dark

A Tempo II »

=
v
L \ﬂ(/ \0 0
[ T 1 , ﬂ
NN
A,
N
AH.T ) Ll
-
=
T @ —
TN
\uﬂﬂ
~d e N
Ll .\mu}
T
.RH,.- ! h
L ] v
\;\ .uﬂ_ﬂ
| |* .m (X
L] o Q%H
[ 1N
e ~d N Ae
¢ qml g
] =
3 )
) 3 J{POy
-
N
[ 1N
g TR $
R Nuny!
NE N ea
=

sus susy susy
11l v
IWhv
| M S
| JVE .
N &
L~ TU B M RTVIT W
atan arSh \ )orqv
|
£ ¢ h
s o)) |16l
lonb AN Ihvlhv —
o
= T
Hi.N
N _
] — ,
- |
= » gl
=] P [l
& N
m |
=
@ o
o ! — ==
_ s
v 1
c|plL ¢
< |HH (D
g ﬂmgl
\MWV
N NG N
-
N - S —
= g
[=}
[a W)

molto rit..

?

mp
e

)

D)
e)
I/

D Tl
A

G

D)}
)
I/

PP —¢

=

O
o

NV & hH

)

Pno.

"/ 0 &
O 3

71
7t




Un voir d'automne for Soprano and Piano - Gabriella Canzani (2024 )
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- Gabriella Canzani (2024 )

Un voir d'automne for Soprano and Piano
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Un voir d'automne for Soprano and Piano
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- Gabriella Canzani (2024 )

Un voir d'automne for Soprano and Piano
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